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Thiruvananthapuram Today

32ºC The weather will be little 
warm. Few spells of moderate 
rain & thundershower to occur. 
Night will be comfortable. 

Thiruvananthapuram Tomorrow    

33ºC Morning will be 
comfortable. Day will be warm. 
Night will be comfortable. 
Chances of light to moderate 
rain and thundershower.

Timings

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

FRIDAY, OCT. 16

RISE 06:10 SET 18:06

RISE 10:45 SET 22:32

SATURDAY, OCT. 17

RISE 06:10 SET 18:05

RISE 11:35 SET 23:24

SUNDAY, OCT. 18

RISE 06:10 SET 18:05

RISE 12:23 SET 00:00
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

A hill of concern

Precarious perch: A view of the Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology situated atop an earthen mound near the Akkulam Boat Club,

located approximately 1.5 km away from the spot where a crack appeared on the road in front of the PRS Lake Villa apartments during the

recent rain. Strengthening the earthen embankments on the stretch will help prevent potential natural disasters. JAYAMOHAN A.

A
ll residents of PRS
Lake Villa apart-
ments at Akkulam

in Thiruvananthapuram
have been shifted out after
removal of earth in a priv-
ate school compound led
to collapse of a stretch of
the road in the front of the
apartment complex.

District Collector Anju
K.S., who is also the chair-
person of the District Dis-
aster management authori-
ty, had on Wednesday
issued orders for suspend-
ing the construction of a
building of Good Shepherd
School as well as urgent
evacuation of the residents
of the apartments.

Of the 58 families living
in the apartment, 41 have
been shifted to hotels,
while the rest have moved
in with relatives or others.

The school will bear the
expenses of alternative ac-
commodation for the resi-

dents. Authorities said the
school had begun con-
struction of a retaining
wall, but the work had not
been completed. 

Removal of earth from a
side without the retaining
wall led to the cave-in,
barely 4 m from the apart-
ment. 

A 50-m stretch of the
road in front of the apart-
ment also collapsed.

A structural engineer
had visited the site and a
technical team comprising
representatives from the
Public Works, Soil Conser-
vation, and the Mining and
Geology departments and
the village o�cer would ex-
amine what reinforcement
measures needed to be
adopted to prevent further
movement of soil. 

Only then could the resi-
dents of the apartment re-
turn home.

Unscienti�c 

An investigation had found
that the school authorities
removed the earth un-
scienti�cally, without tak-
ing safety precautions or
building a retaining wall as
per permit stipulations.

The Collector had halt-
ed the construction of the
school building till any
threat to the apartment
was fully resolved.

After earth cave-in, residents
of Akkulam �ats relocated

Residents of the PRS Lake Villa apartments have been relocated.

The school will bear the expenses of alternative accommodation for

them. JAYAMOHAN A. 

Collector had ordered suspension of building construction in a private school compound after

earth removal by the school led to collapse of a stretch of road in front of the complex
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Residents of Ladder Capi-
tal Hill, Pangappara, on
Thursday staged a protest
at the o�ce of the Ladder
Cooperative Society at
Thampanoor alleging de-
nial of essential facilities by
the builder.

The protest, by some 80
of the 178 families, includ-
ing women, living in the
apartment, was held to
draw attention to the
“physical and mental ha-
rassment” of the residents
by the builder. They raised
slogans demanding an end
to their ordeal and

The Ladder Owners’ As-
sociation said the residents
were not getting basic
amenities such as regular
water supply or electricity.
“Water was not available
even in toilets,” the resi-
dents said.

A resident who had
bought a �at there over a
year ago said other �at
owners had been su�ering
longer than him. “Many el-
derly and seriously ill pa-
tients live here. However,
the lifts do not function
properly.”

No maintenance is car-
ried out. Waste manage-
ment is in a shambles. If a
�re breaks out, there is no
water to douse it even. “We
have been su�ering this in-
dignity for years. It is a vio-
lation of basic human
rights.”

The residents said that
as per Real Estate Regula-
tory Authority guidelines,
builders have to facilitate
formation of residents’ as-
sociation and transfer
common area mainte-

nance, records, corpus
funds collected from
buyers to the residents’ as-
sociation. However, in Lad-
der Capital Hill, no assets
had been transferred or
corpus fund of ₹1.5 lakh
collected from each family
handed over to the
association.

The protesters said such
a situation was not seen in
any other apartment in the
city. 

“We are still paying
EMIs for the �ats bought by
us with hard-earned mo-
ney. But they are still not
providing us with any facil-
ities though they had pro-
mised to take care of it.”

The builders instead
were behaving like goons
and sending people to
threaten them. The asso-
ciation president and trea-
surer had been “brutally
beaten up” a day ago, the
protesters alleged.

The �at owners said
there was an ongoing case

in this connection with RE-
RA. They had �led cases
with the Sreekaryam pol-
ice too. They had ap-
proached the City Police
Commissioner too to �nd a
permanent solution to the
problem.

The protesters said
Sreekumar, a manager at
Ladder, had told the Tham-
panoor police who had ar-
rived at the protest site that
he had discontinued water
supply to the �ats. The pol-
ice then asked the manager
to resume supply.

The Ladder representa-
tive, when contacted, ho-
wever alleged that the resi-
dents had assaulted
maintenance persons sent
for work. However, he re-
fused to elaborate on the
protesters’ allegations.

The Thampanoor sta-
tion house o�cer said an
understanding on resum-
ing water supply had been
reached between the par-
ties.

Apartment residents stage
protest alleging denial of
amenities by builder
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Residents of Ladder Capital Hill apartment complex at Pangappara,

staging a protest outside the builder’s o�ice in Thampanoor in

Thiruvananthapuram on Thursday. NIRMAL HARINDRAN 

K.S. Sabarinadhan, Con-
gress councillor in the Thi-
ruvananthapuram Corpo-
ration, on Thursday �led a
police complaint against
BJP councillor R. Sreelekha
over alleged derogatory re-
marks against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

Referring to Mr. Gand-
hi’s remarks likening the
ongoing protests in Delhi
demanding the resignation
of Chief Election Commis-
sioner Gyanesh Kumar to a
“thandav”, Ms. Sreelekha
allegedly said the Congress
leader was “displaying the
restlessness and frenzy
when drugs in excess
quantities enter the body
and not a thandav.” She
was speaking at a BJP event
at Punalur in Kollam dis-
trict recently.

Mr. Sabarinadhan, who
�led a complaint with the
District Police Chief (Thiru-
vananthapuram), said Ms.
Sreelekha’s comments
were an attempt to de-
mean Mr. Gandhi and tar-
nish his reputation. “Politi-
cal disagreement does not
justify character assassina-
tion,” he said.

“It is both vile and irres-
ponsible for a former se-
nior police o�cer to dis-
tort the sacred term
‘thandavam’ by associating
it with narcotics. To me,
‘thandavam’ is a deeply re-
vered expression of Lord
Shiva’s divinity. Reducing it
to a political insult has
deeply hurt religious feel-
ings. Since she is also a
(State) Vice President of
the BJP, the party leader-
ship must clarify whether
it endorses these state-
ments. ,” he said.

Cong. �les
complaint
against
Sreelekha 
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Marking a signi�cant miles-
tone in the transformation
of Thiruvananthapuram
International Airport, the
foundation stone for the in-
ternational terminal ex-
pansion under Project
Anantha was laid here on
Thursday, which marked
the beginning of a major
step in expanding the air-
port’s capacity and streng-
thening its infrastructure
for the future.

The expansion will in-
crease international pas-
senger-handling capacity
from 3.5 million to approx-
imately 11.5 million passen-
gers per annum, alongside
enhanced passenger facili-
ties, operational infras-
tructure and international
connectivity. 

Project Anantha also
marks a signi�cant step to-
wards shaping the next
chapter of the airport’s
growth. Chief Airport O�c-
er P. K. Aju, Airport Auth-
ority O�cer-in-Charge Mo-

han Roy and others took
part in the ceremony.

With a proposed invest-
ment of ₹2,500 crore, the
expansion will signi�cantly
enhance the airport’s oper-
ational e�ciency and pas-
senger experience along
with international passen-
ger-handling capacity.

Spread across approxi-
mately 92,552 square
metres, the airport’s larger
transformation project is
backed by an approximate-
ly ₹8,700 crore investment
from Adani Airports, said
the airport authorities. The
proposed development en-
compasses terminal ex-
pansion and enhance-
ments to landside and
airside infrastructure, utili-
ties, safety systems and
passenger facilities, paving
the way for a modern, fu-
ture-ready airport.

Work on airport terminal expansion begins
The Hindu Bureau
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Project Anantha also
marks a signi�cant
step towards shaping
the next chapter of
the airport’s growth.
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